Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany (A)

5 February 2023
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Almighty God, You delight to loose the bonds of wickedness and undo the straps of the heavy yoke, that freed from sin’s bondage, we may gladly receive Your blessings. Preserve us from the lie that You are a cruel oppressor, and give us thankful hearts to rejoice that You are the Giver of all good gifts. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful God, preserve Your Church by Your life-giving Word. Open the lips of pastors to declare Your just decrees and store them up in the hearts of Your people, that we may delight in Your promises and abound in good works. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, give wisdom and courage to parents as they teach their children Your ways. Make our homes havens of peace in a quarrelsome, self-seeking world. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You declare that a young man may keep his way pure by guarding it according to Your Word. Protect children and youth against the siren calls of the devil, the world and their own sinful nature. Grant delight in Your testimonies as much as in all riches. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, according to Your wisdom You establish rulers of this age for a time. Remember Joseph, our president; _____________, our governor; and all those You have placed in authority, that they might fulfill their duties with wisdom. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy Father, cause healing to spring up speedily for the sake of Your Son. Have mercy upon those who suffer afflictions of sin in mind and body [especially _____________]. Where You permit trial to remain, preserve Your people in faith until the day when Your light breaks forth like the dawn. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O God, in Christ Your righteousness goes before us and Your glory is our rearguard. Answer our pleas for mercy this day in the gift of Christ’s body and blood, and prepare all those who commune to receive Him worthily and joyfully. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Holy Spirit, that delivered from the spirit of this world, we may hold fast in faith to what You freely give us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany (A)

5 February 2023
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For deliverance from the oppression of sin, that God, who looses the bonds of wickedness, would cleanse our hearts to know Him as the Giver of all that is good, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church, that our merciful God would open the lips of pastors to declare His just decrees and store them up in the hearts of His people, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For children and youth of our congregation, that the Lord would guard their ways according to His Word and give them delight in His testimonies as much as in all riches, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For peaceful homes, that in the midst of a quarrelsome, self-seeking world, God would give parents wisdom and courage to teach their children His ways, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the rulers of this age whom God has placed in authority, [especially Joseph, our president, and _____________, our governor,] that they may fulfill their duties in wisdom, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick, [especially _____________,] that God would cause healing to spring up speedily according to His good and gracious will, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who commune this day, that Christ, whose righteousness goes before us and whose glory is our rearguard, would visit His people at the altar with grace and salvation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Holy Spirit, that delivered from the spirit of this world, we may hold fast in faith to what You freely give us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
