Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Fourth Sunday of Easter (A)
30 April 2023
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Loving Father, Your Son is the great Shepherd of the sheep, who faithfully gathers His flock to Himself in the pastures of the Church. Grant us steadfast faith to hear His voice and follow Him, even through the valley of the shadow of death, that we may receive our portion in His abundant life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy Father, by the work of Your Spirit through the Means of Grace, You daily add to the number of believers. Grant Your people courageous hearts and bold tongues to proclaim Your truth, trusting that You will gather more in keeping with Your gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Shepherd of Israel, You have clothed us with Christ’s righteousness and taught us to love all that is good, beautiful and true. Bless all artists and artisans, composers and musicians, and craftsmen and writers, that they may employ all their skills for Your glory and, in service to the Gospel, testify to Your saving death and resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, You hold in Your hands all the might of man, and You hold accountable those who would govern Your people. Grant to us good government and leaders who will honor Your purpose, protect Your people, serve the cause of justice and defend our liberty. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Merciful Shepherd, Your wounds are our healing and Your voice our certainty. Hear us on behalf of those who suffer in body or mind, who grieve, or to whom death draws near. [We pray especially for _____________ and those we name in our hearts.] Grant them healing according to Your will, grace to sustain them in trouble and the sure hope of everlasting life. Abide also with the unemployed and the distraught. Return them to health and livelihood. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, in the wake of Your Son’s resurrection, Your people devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to the prayers. Unite Your people in the one true faith, and grant penitent hearts to all who come to receive the Sacrament this day. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord, as You have put our sins to death in Christ’s body on the tree, so bring life to our faith by His Spirit, that in Your continual grace we may bring forth the fruit of holy lives. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Fourth Sunday of Easter (A)
30 April 2023
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For steadfast faith to hear the voice of our great Shepherd, that passing through the valley of the shadow of death we may receive our portion in His abundant life, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the work of the Holy Spirit by the Means of Grace, that daily the number of believers who are being saved may increase and God’s people may proclaim His truth with all boldness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For artists, musicians and writers, that our gracious heavenly Father would inspire them in their creativity to glorify the Good Shepherd’s truth; and that He would direct our hearts and minds to that which is beautiful, noble and pleasing in His sight, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who would govern the people of the Church, that they would be held accountable and honor the purpose of the Good Shepherd as they protect His people and serve the cause of justice and liberty, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who suffer in body or mind, for the unemployed, for the grieving and for those near death, [especially _____________,] that the wounds of our Shepherd would give them healing and His voice give certainty in every sorrow, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For unity in the one true faith as God’s people devote themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of the bread and to the prayers, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all baptized Christians, that we whose sins have been crucified in Christ’s body on the tree would bring forth the fruit of holy lives by His continual grace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Hear us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
