Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

Ash Wednesday
2 March 2022
O God of forgiveness, You know the transgressions of our hearts, bodies and minds. Break our hearts over our sins, and cleanse and renew them by Your Holy Word and Sacrament. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Blessed Lord, You have called Your people to be reconciled to You in Christ. Grant steadfast, pure and courageous hearts to Your pastors, that through all things they would remain ministers of Your grace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, You instruct Your people in the way of righteousness. Grant us faithful hearts, that in the Lenten days to come, we would serve You and our fellow man in selfless love and find our reward only in You. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy Lord, You blot out transgressions and wash away iniquity. Sustain the families of Your Church, that husbands, wives and children would be cleansed from their sins and live together in peace. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Almighty God, look graciously on our nation and its leaders, all civil servants, and those who protect us and work for the common good. Drive away all disease and fear from us. Grant peace, we pray. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, behold in mercy all who are sick, who suffer and who rejoice. Be with all expectant mothers, all whose work is dangerous, the unemployed, those near death and those who mourn. Comfort us who are dust and must return to dust, with the promise that a broken and contrite heart You will not despise. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We thank You, heavenly Father, that You have sent Your only begotten Son into our flesh to offer Himself as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world. Trusting in His mercy, bring us in repentance and faith to Your altar to eat His body and drink His blood for the forgiveness of our sins. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

Ash Wednesday
2 March 2022
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For cleansed and renewed hearts, that our God who knows our every transgression would also forgive them by His Holy Word and Sacrament, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all ministers of reconciliation, that through all things they would worthily and courageously serve God and His Church, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all the families of Your Church, that husbands, wives and children would be cleansed from their sins and live together in God’s peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For faithful hearts to serve both God and man in selfless love, and for the reward that comes only from our heavenly Father, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our nation and its leaders, all civil servants, and those who protect us and work for the common good, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
That He would drive away all disease and fear from us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick, the suffering and those who rejoice, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all expectant mothers, all whose work is dangerous, the unemployed, those near death and those who mourn, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all of us who are dust and must return to dust, that we may firmly believe “a broken and contrite heart God will not despise,” let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who commune, that they may trust in Christ who has offered Himself as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the world, eating and drinking His body and blood with repentance and faith for the forgiveness of sins, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
To Him alone we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
