Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

First Sunday after the Epiphany

9 January 2022 (or the Baptism of Our Lord may be observed)
Heavenly Father, preserve Your Church. By Your mercies, lead us to present our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to You, for the good of our neighbors and in faith toward You. Send faithful pastors to preach Your Gospel among us and help all Christians to think with sober judgment, not considering themselves more highly than others, but each living and serving according to the measure of faith assigned by God. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, we praise You for retaining among us Your Holy Word and Sacraments. Continue to raise up faithful stewards of Your mysteries, that repentance and the forgiveness of sins in Christ’s name would be proclaimed in our midst and throughout all the world. Prepare all Your baptized children to be faithful confessors of the hope that is in them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, Your Son diligently heard the Word of God and grew in wisdom and stature, submissive to His earthly parents and always about Your business and in Your house. Keep the families of Your Church abiding in Your Word, eager to be found among Your Word and Sacraments and always treasuring Your divine wisdom and favor. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, graciously uphold our president and those in high positions of authority. Guard them from every evil. Keep them from using their power for selfish gain, that they would serve for the common welfare of all. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, give comfort and relief to those who are sick, depressed, tired, confused or in any need [especially _____________]. Watch over all expectant mothers and their children, [especially _____________,] that they may have a safe delivery and be brought also to the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism and Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, Your Son has won redemption through His blood, granting the forgiveness of our trespasses. So now according to the riches of Your grace, receive those who come to Your blessed Sacrament this day. Grant worthy repentance and confident faith to all who commune, united in a sincere confession of the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord God, heavenly Father, in mercy You have established the Christian home among us. We implore You, rule and direct our hearts to be good examples to children and those subject to us, that we may not offend them by word or deed but faithfully teach them to love Your Church and hear Your blessed Word. Give them Your Spirit and grace, that this seed may bring forth good fruit and our homelife may advance Your glory, honor and praise as well as our own improvement and welfare, giving offense to no one; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

First Sunday after the Epiphany

9 January 2022 (or the Baptism of Our Lord may be observed)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the Church and her members, that by God’s mercies He would lead us to present our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to Him; for the sending of faithful pastors to preach Christ’s Gospel among us; and for sober judgment among all Christians, that none would consider himself more highly than another, but that each would live and serve according to the measure of faith assigned by God, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
In thanksgiving for the Holy Word and Sacraments, that they would be preserved among us; for faithful stewards of God’s mysteries, that repentance and the forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in Christ’s name; and for all the baptized, that they would be faithful confessors of the hope that is in them, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For Christian homes, that following the example of our Lord Jesus, all children would be diligent to hear the Word of God, grow in wisdom and stature, submit to earthly parents, and always be about the heavenly Father’s business and in His house, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For our president and all in high positions of authority, that they may be guarded from every evil and kept from using their power for selfish gain, serving always with the common welfare of all in mind, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For the sick, depressed, tired, confused and those in any need, [especially _____________,] that they would know God’s comfort; and for all expectant mothers and their children, [especially _____________,] that they may have a safe delivery and be brought also to the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism and Your name, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For all who come to the blessed Sacrament this day, that as Christ once won our redemption through His blood, so now, according to the riches of His grace, He would grant us worthy repentance, confident faith and unity in a sincere confession, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
Lord God, heavenly Father, in mercy You have established the Christian home among us. We implore You, rule and direct our hearts to be good examples to children and those subject to us, that we may not offend them by word or deed but faithfully teach them to love Your Church and hear Your blessed Word. Give them Your Spirit and grace, that this seed may bring forth good fruit and our homelife may advance Your glory, honor and praise as well as our own improvement and welfare, giving offense to no one; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
