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SESSION TWO 
Christian Duty

LIVING PLANTED:

Introduction

Luke 12:16–20:
“And he told them a parable, saying, ‘The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, “What shall I do, for 
I have nowhere to store my crops?” And he said, “I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 
merry.’” But God said to him, “Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?”’” 

1. What causes one to act as the rich man in the parable does? Are we encouraged or discouraged to have similar attitudes in 
our day by the world?  

Mark 4:18–19: 
“And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of 
riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.” 

Galatians 5:16–17: 
“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the 
desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.”  

2. What does the Bible say about following the desires of our hearts? Why?  
  

OPENING PRAYER
Almighty God, You have given Your planted people Your life. Help us to understand that the daily 
work that You have given to us is important and holy work. Let not the sinful desires of our hearts 
take us from this good work. Forgive us when we have failed to value such work. Amen.
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1 John 2:17:
“And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.” 

3. What does this Word of the Lord suggest we ought to focus our attention on as the people of God: our own dreams or our 
Christian duty?

Luke 6:45: 
”The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out 
of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” 

4. Is the heart irredeemable? Is it only the storehouse of evil for everyone? How do we make sure our desires are in fact in 
line with the will of God?

1 John 3:23–24: 
“And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded 
us. Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom 
he has given us.”

5. Do the things we are called to do in these verses seem like the dreams that most of our world is focused on or do they 
describe the more ordinary way of life that God has given us to live?

Ephesians 4:1–3: 
“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility 
and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

6. What does it mean to walk in a manner worthy of our callings?

CLOSING PRAYER
Almighty God, You form in us godly desires through Your Word and in Your Church. Help us to find 
purpose in the work You give to us as we seek to love our neighbors as You have commanded. We 
pray this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.


