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r is n

o
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a
d
e
 n

o
r c
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a
te

d
 n

o
r

b
e
g
o
tte

n
 b

y
 a

n
y
o
n
e
. 
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T

h
e
 S

o
n
 is n

e
ith

e
r m

a
d
e
 n

o
r c

re
a
te

d
,

b
u
t b

e
g
o
tte

n
 o

f th
e
 F

a
th

e
r a

lo
n
e
.
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T

h
e
 H

o
ly

 S
p
irit is o

f th
e
 F

a
th

e
r a

n
d
 o

f

th
e
 S

o
n
, n

e
ith

e
r m

a
d
e
 n

o
r 

c
re

a
te

d
 n

o
r b

e
g
o
tte

n
, b

u
t p

ro
c
e
e
d
in

g
.
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T

h
u
s, th

e
re

 is o
n
e
 F

a
th

e
r, n

o
t th

re
e

F
a
th

e
rs; o

n
e
 S

o
n
, n

o
t th

re
e
 S

o
n
s; o

n
e

H
o
ly

 S
p
irit, n

o
t th

re
e
 H

o
ly

 S
p
irits.
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A

n
d
 in
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is T

rin
ity
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o
n
e
 is b

e
fo

re
 o

r

a
fte

r a
n
o
th

e
r; n

o
n
e
 is g

re
a
te

r o
r le

ss

th
a
n
 a

n
o
th

e
r;
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b
u
t th

e
 w

h
o
le

 th
re

e
 p

e
rso

n
s a

re
 

c
o
e
te

rn
a
l w

ith
 e

a
c
h
 o

th
e
r a

n
d
 c

o
e
q
u
a
l,

so
 th

a
t in

 a
ll th

in
g
s, a

s h
a
s b

e
e
n
 sta

te
d

a
b
o
v
e
, th

e
 T

rin
ity

 in
 U

n
ity

 a
n
d
 U

n
ity

in
 T

rin
ity

 is to
 b

e
 w

o
rsh

ip
e
d
.
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T

h
e
re

fo
re

, w
h
o
e
v
e
r d

e
sire

s to
 b

e
 sa

v
e
d

m
u
st th

in
k
 th

u
s a

b
o
u
t th

e
 T

rin
ity

.
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B
u
t it is a

lso
 n

e
c
e
ssa

ry
 fo

r e
v
e
rla

stin
g

sa
lv

a
tio

n
 th

a
t o

n
e
 fa

ith
fu

lly
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e
lie

v
e

th
e
 in

c
a
rn

a
tio

n
 o

f o
u
r L

o
rd

 Je
su

s

C
h
rist.
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T

h
e
re

fo
re

, it is th
e
 rig

h
t fa

ith
 th

a
t w

e

b
e
lie

v
e
 a

n
d
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o
n
fe

ss th
a
t o

u
r L

o
rd

Je
su

s C
h
rist, th

e
 S

o
n
 o

f G
o
d
, is a

t th
e

sa
m

e
 tim

e
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o
th

 G
o
d
 a

n
d
 m

a
n
.
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H

e
 is G

o
d
, b

e
g
o
tte

n
 fro

m
 th

e
 su

b
sta

n
c
e

o
f th

e
 F

a
th

e
r b

e
fo

re
 a

ll a
g
e
s; a

n
d
 H

e

is m
a
n
, b

o
rn

 fro
m

 th
e
 su

b
sta

n
c
e
 o

f

H
is m

o
th

e
r in

 th
is a

g
e
:
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p
e
rfe

c
t G

o
d
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n
d
 p

e
rfe

c
t m

a
n
, 

c
o
m

p
o
se

d
 o

f a
 ra

tio
n
a
l so

u
l a

n
d

h
u
m

a
n
 fle

sh
;

31
e
q
u
a
l to

 th
e
 F

a
th

e
r w

ith
 re

sp
e
c
t to

 H
is

d
iv

in
ity

, le
ss th

a
n
 th

e
 F

a
th

e
r w

ith

re
sp

e
c
t to

 H
is h

u
m

a
n
ity

.
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A
lth

o
u
g
h
 H

e
 is G

o
d
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n
d
 m

a
n
, H

e
 is n

o
t

tw
o
, b

u
t o

n
e
 C

h
rist:

33
o
n
e
, h

o
w

e
v
e
r, n

o
t b

y
 th

e
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o
n
v
e
rsio

n
 o

f

th
e
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iv
in

ity
 in

to
 fle

sh
, b

u
t b

y
 th

e

a
ssu

m
p
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 h

u
m

a
n
ity

 in
to

G
o
d
;

34
o
n
e
 a

lto
g
e
th

e
r, n

o
t b

y
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o
n
fu

sio
n
 o

f su
b
-

sta
n
c
e
, b

u
t b

y
 u

n
ity

 o
f p

e
rso

n
.
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F

o
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s th
e
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tio
n
a
l so

u
l a

n
d
 fle
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n
e

m
a
n
, so
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o
d
 a

n
d
 m

a
n
 is o

n
e
 C

h
rist,
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w

h
o
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d
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u
r sa

lv
a
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n
,

d
e
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e
n
d
e
d
 in

to
 h

e
ll, ro

se
 a

g
a
in

 th
e

th
ird
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a
y
 fro

m
 th

e
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e
a
d
,

37
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e
n
d
e
d
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e
a
v
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n
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n
d
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a
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d
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t

th
e
 rig

h
t h

a
n
d
 o

f th
e
 F

a
th

e
r, G

o
d

A
lm

ig
h
ty

, fro
m

 w
h
e
n
c
e
 H

e
 w

ill

c
o
m

e
 to

 ju
d
g
e
 th

e
 liv

in
g
 a

n
d
 th

e

d
e
a
d
.
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m
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g
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o
p
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e
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o
d
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s a
n
d
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iv
e
 a

n
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c
c
o
u
n
t

c
o
n
c
e
rn

in
g
 th

e
ir o

w
n
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e
e
d
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o
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a
v
e
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n
e
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o
o
d
 w
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rn
a
l life

, a
n
d
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o
se

 w
h
o

h
a
v
e
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o
n
e
 e

v
il in

to
 e

te
rn

a
l fire

.
40

T
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th

o
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ith
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h
o
e
v
e
r d

o
e
s

n
o
t b

e
lie

v
e
 it fa

ith
fu

lly
 a

n
d
 firm

ly

c
a
n
n
o
t b

e
 sa

v
e
d
.
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W
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o
e
v
e
r d
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e
 sa

v
e
d
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u
st,

a
b
o
v
e
 a

ll, h
o
ld

 th
e
 c

a
th

o
lic

 fa
ith

.
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W
h
o
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v
e
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o
e
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o
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e
e
p
 it w

h
o
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n
d

u
n
d
e
file

d
 w

ill w
ith

o
u
t d

o
u
b
t p

e
rish

e
te

rn
a
lly

.
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A
n
d
 th

e
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a
th

o
lic

 fa
ith

 is th
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4
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a
t w

e
 w

o
rsh

ip
 o

n
e
 G

o
d
 in

 T
rin
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n
d

T
rin

ity
 in

 U
n
ity

, n
e
ith

e
r c

o
n
fu

sin
g
 th

e

p
e
rso

n
s n

o
r d

iv
id

in
g
 th

e
 su

b
sta

n
c
e
.
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n
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n
, th

e S
o
n
 is

an
o
th

er, an
d
 th

e H
o
ly

 S
p
irit is an

o
th

er.
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B
u
t th

e
 G

o
d
h
e
a
d
 o

f th
e
 F

a
th

e
r a

n
d
 o

f

th
e
 S

o
n
 a

n
d
 o

f th
e
 H

o
ly

 S
p
irit is 

o
n
e
: th

e
 g

lo
ry

 e
q
u
a
l, th

e
 m

a
je

sty
 

c
o
e
te

rn
a
l.

7
S

u
c
h
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s th
e
 F

a
th

e
r is, su

c
h
 is th

e
 S

o
n
,

a
n
d
 su

c
h
 is th

e
 H

o
ly

 S
p
irit:

8
th

e
 F

a
th

e
r u

n
c
re

a
te

d
, th

e
 S

o
n
 u

n
c
re

a
te

d
,

th
e
 H

o
ly

 S
p
irit u

n
c
re

a
te

d
;

9
th

e
 F

a
th

e
r in

fin
ite

, th
e
 S

o
n
 in

fin
ite

, th
e

H
o
ly

 S
p
irit in

fin
ite

;
10

th
e
 F

a
th

e
r e

te
rn

a
l, th

e
 S

o
n
 e

te
rn

a
l, th

e

H
o
ly

 S
p
irit e

te
rn

a
l.
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A

n
d
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e
t th

e
re
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re

 n
o
t th

re
e
 E

te
rn

a
ls, b

u
t

o
n
e
 E

te
rn

a
l,
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ju
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s th

e
re

 a
re

 n
o
t th

re
e
 U

n
c
re

a
te

d
 o

r

th
re

e
 In

fin
ite

s, b
u
t o

n
e
 U

n
c
re

a
te

d
 a

n
d

o
n
e
 In

fin
ite

.
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In
 th

e
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m
e
 w

a
y
, th

e
 F

a
th

e
r is a

lm
ig

h
ty

,

th
e
 S

o
n
 a

lm
ig

h
ty

, th
e
 H

o
ly

 S
p
irit

a
lm

ig
h
ty

;
14

a
n
d
 y

e
t th

e
re

 a
re

 n
o
t th

re
e
 A

lm
ig

h
tie

s,

b
u
t o

n
e
 A

lm
ig

h
ty

.
15

S
o
 th

e
 F

a
th

e
r is G

o
d
, th

e
 S

o
n
 is G

o
d
,

th
e
 H

o
ly

 S
p
irit is G

o
d
;

16
a
n
d
 y

e
t th

e
re

 a
re

 n
o
t th

re
e
 G

o
d
s, b

u
t

o
n
e
 G

o
d
.
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S

o
 th

e
 F

a
th

e
r is L

o
rd

, th
e
 S

o
n
 is L

o
rd

,

th
e
 H

o
ly

 S
p
irit is L

o
rd

;
18

a
n
d
 y

e
t th

e
re

 a
re

 n
o
t th

re
e
 L

o
rd

s, b
u
t

o
n
e
 L

o
rd

.
19

Ju
st a

s w
e
 a

re
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o
m

p
e
lle

d
 b

y
 th

e

C
h
ristia

n
 tru

th
 to

 a
c
k
n
o
w

le
d
g
e
 e

a
c
h

d
istin

c
t p

e
rso

n
 a

s G
o
d
 a

n
d
 L

o
rd

, so

a
lso

 a
re

 w
e
 p

ro
h
ib

ite
d
 b

y
 th

e
 c

a
th

o
lic

re
lig

io
n
 to

 sa
y
 th

a
t th

e
re

 a
re

 th
re

e

G
o
d
s o

r L
o
rd

s.

ATH
A

N
A

SIA
N

 C
REED

Early in the fourth century, a north African pastor nam
ed Arius began teaching that Jesus

C
hrist w

as not truly G
od. The C

hurch responded decisively in AD
 325 w

ith a statem
ent of

faith (The N
icene C

reed), w
hich confessed that Jesus is, in fact, true G

od. Tow
ard the end of

the fifth century, another creed w
as w

ritten that delved further into the m
ystery of the Trinity.

Though attributed to Athanasius, a fourth-century opponent of Arius, this anonym
ous creed

clearly cam
e at a later stage in the debate.

The Athanasian C
reed declares that its teachings concerning the H

oly Trinity and our
Lord’s incarnation are “the catholic faith.” In other w

ords, this is w
hat the true C

hurch of all
tim

es and all places has confessed. M
ore than fifteen centuries later, the C

hurch continues to
confess this truth, confident that the triune G

od, Father, Son, and H
oly Spirit, has given

H
im

self for our salvation.

The follow
ing translation m

ay be spoken responsively by w
hole verse.

T
ra

n
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n
a
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n
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e
d
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utheran Service B
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c
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p
y
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h
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 2

0
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 b
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C

M
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 C
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m
m
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n
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n
 W

o
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ip
. U

se
d
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y

p
e
rm
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n
. D

istrib
u
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d
 b

y
 th

e
 L

C
M

S
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 o

n
 W

o
rsh

ip
 fo

r c
o
n
g
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g
a
tio

n
a
l u

se
 o

n
ly

. C
o
m

m
e
rc

ia
l re

p
ro

d
u
c
tio

n
, o

r

re
p
ro

d
u
c
tio

n
 fo

r sa
le

, o
f a

n
y
 p

o
rtio

n
 o

f th
is w

o
rk

 o
r th

e
 w

o
rk

 a
s a

 w
h
o
le

, w
ith

o
u
t th

e
 w

ritte
n
 p

e
rm

issio
n
 o

f th
e
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o
p
y
rig

h
t h

o
ld

-

e
r, is p

ro
h
ib

ite
d
.
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