Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form

First Sunday in Advent (C)
28 November 2021
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
To You, O Lord, we lift up our souls and in You we put our trust. Do not let us be ashamed of our hope but come quickly. Sustain us by Your Holy Spirit, that we may have joy at the advent of Christ, our Savior. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We praise You, O Lord of hosts. You have fulfilled Your promise of salvation by sending Jesus to suffer Your just wrath on the cross, that we might be declared righteous in Your sight. Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us. Bless pastors in their proclamation of Your Word and preserve us in our baptismal grace, that Your Son might always be our righteousness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord of all, Your Son declared that if His disciples ceased praising Him, the very stones would cry out. Receive our thanks that You continue to preserve Your Word among us. Even in a world that opposes Your name, grant us tongues that joyfully declare Your praise. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, our King, righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne, and steadfast love and faithfulness go before You. Watch over the authorities of our land, and grant that they govern justly so that we may live in peace as we proclaim Your love and faithfulness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We give thanks to You, O God, that as You establish our hearts blameless in holiness before You, so You also provide for all our needs in this body and life. Hear our earnest prayers for those who are in need of Your mercy, [especially _____________,] and comfort all who mourn [including _____________] until the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God and Father, direct the way of all who travel. Protect them on their way, preserve them from loss and complication, and grant them success in their journey and joy upon their return home. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Blessed are You, O Lord, and blessed is Your Son, Jesus Christ, who came in Your name to save us from sin and death. As He visits us this day with His body and blood under the bread and wine, give us penitent hearts that worthily welcome His coming and rejoice in His gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy God, You declared that the days were coming when You would accomplish our salvation, and in Your time You caused Your Son, the righteous Branch, to spring up for David. By Your grace, keep us joined as branches to Christ, that we might bear fruit until the day He returns in glory; for He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church—Ektene Form

First Sunday in Advent (C)
28 November 2021
In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For unashamed hope in the Lord’s return, that sustained by His Holy Spirit, we may have joy at the advent of Christ, our Savior, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For the Church, that the Lord of hosts who sent His Son to endure His just wrath in our place on the cross would bless the proclamation of His Word and preserve us in baptismal grace, so that the Lord Jesus Christ is always our righteousness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who hear the Word, that the Lord who moved Jesus’ disciples to sing His praises as He entered Jerusalem would likewise open our mouths to declare His mighty works, even in the face of opposition and persecution, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For those who govern, that the Lord who rules with righteousness and justice, steadfast love and faithfulness, would grant the authorities of our land to act justly, so that His people might live in peace as they make known His love and faithfulness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those in need of mercy, that God, who establishes our hearts blameless and holy before Himself, would have mercy on all the afflicted [especially _____________]; and that He would comfort all who mourn [including _____________] until the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints in glory, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel, that our almighty God and Father would direct their ways, protect and preserve them from loss and complication, and grant them success in their journey and joy in their homecoming, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.
For those who receive the Lord’s Supper, that the Lord, whose Son, Jesus Christ, rode into Jerusalem to save from sin and death, would prepare our hearts to welcome Him worthily in, with and under the bread and wine of the Holy Communion, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy.

Holy God, You declared that the days were coming when You would accomplish our salvation, and in Your time You caused Your Son, the righteous Branch, to spring up for David. By Your grace, keep us joined as branches to Christ, that we might bear fruit until the day He returns in glory; for He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
